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Theme Of the Week Fire risk from use of emollient creams
Date 31/03/2025

Background Emollients have fire risks.
and context They are creams, sprays and lotions that may contain paraffin or other products like butters and oils.
These can act as an accelerant when absorbed into clothing and exposed to naked flames or other heat sources.

https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/learning-safety-incidents/issue-3-fire-risk-use-emollient-creams

What What should have What have
happened? happened? we learned?
Emollient creams are use to help Patients/residents using emollient as To inform staff, patients/residents and When supporting patients/residents to
manage skin conditions such as part of skin care and who smoke are their family about the fire risk from use use emollient creams, it is important to
eczema or psoriasis. They are easily aware about the fire risk. of emollients be aware of the risks.
transferred from skin to clothing and
bedding. Staff providing care or supporting Advise those who are using emollient Patients/residents should continue to
patients/residents using emollients are or skin creams to: use emollients but to avoid serious
When fabric with dried - on emollient aware about the fire risk > avoid smoking injury, it is important to avoid any
comes into contact with a naked flame, > not to go near anyone smoking or naked flame.
the resulting fire burns quickly and using naked flame
intensely. > change and wash clothing and
bedding regularly
The unsafe use of emollient creams > keep cream off furniture

can result in serious or fatal injuries
from fire.



vl | have read this

Name Job role Signature




	Text Field 1: Fire risk from use of emollient creams
	Text Field 3: Emollients have fire risks.

They are creams, sprays and lotions that may contain paraffin or other products like butters and oils.

These can act as an accelerant when absorbed into clothing and exposed to naked flames or other heat sources.





https://www.cqc.org.uk/guidance-providers/learning-safety-incidents/issue-3-fire-risk-use-emollient-creams
	Text Field 5: Emollient creams are use to help manage skin conditions such as eczema or psoriasis. They are easily transferred from skin to clothing and bedding.



When fabric with dried - on emollient comes into contact with a naked flame, the resulting fire burns quickly and intensely.



The unsafe use of emollient creams can result in serious or fatal injuries from fire.




	Text Field 6: When supporting patients/residents to use emollient creams, it is important to be aware of the risks.



Patients/residents should continue to use emollients but to avoid serious injury, it is important to avoid any naked flame.
	Text Field 7: Patients/residents using emollient as part of skin care and who smoke are aware about the fire risk.



Staff providing care or supporting patients/residents using emollients are  aware about the fire risk 




	Text Field 8: To inform staff, patients/residents and their family about the fire risk from use of emollients



Advise those who are using emollient or skin creams to:

> avoid smoking

> not to go near anyone smoking or using naked flame

> change and wash clothing and bedding regularly

> keep cream off furniture








	Text Field 2: 31/03/2025


